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Amanda Ellis is a global leader and
advocate of women’s entrepreneurship
and banking, founder and past chair of
the Global Banking Alliance for Women.
She recently moved back to Hawaii as a
visiting fellow and special advisor to the
president of the East-West Center and
COURTESY PHOTO
was selected to sit on board of the
Amanda Ellis
global nonprofit microfinance
institution, Fighting Poverty with
Financial Inclusion. She spoke to PBN about things she’s working on
and the industry in general.
What has changed in Hawaii since you last lived here 30 years ago? I
still see Hawaii very much as a gathering place. It is such a wonderful
merger of Hawaiian traditions and other cultures. However, things
have transformed so much. Key people used to stop over in Hawaii
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when travelling from the Mainland to the Pacific, but airlines are
bringing in more routes and so we need to work harder to maintain
our position as a hub of the Asia-Pacific. Hawaii has all the tools it’s
just making sure people see the gifts that Hawaii brings.
What is East West working on at the moment? There is a much greater
focus on shorter training groups and that is an exciting development.
It allows people who can’t take as much time out to experience
leadership programs. There is also a focus on women in leadership
that wasn’t a feature at the center when I was here as grantee 30 years
ago.
What is happening with FINCA and why did you join? There are still 2
billion people that still don’t have access to finance where so much
research is going. There is a history of women being an underserved
population in banking and FINCA is working on that. There are ways to
harness new technology to help people in remote areas and that
makes this an exciting time in FINCA increasing its outreach. The idea
of building a global network that improves lives worldwide really
aligns with the work that I’m doing at the center. Finding solutions to
global problems and done in a sustainable way.
How do you think Hawaii is doing in terms of women in banking? It is
good to see women in senior roles, such as Donna Tanoue at Bank of
Hawaii, but it appears no Hawaii banks are (yet!) members of the
Global Banking Alliance for Women. As one of the GBA co-founders,
passionate about the transformative role providing better access to
finance to women can have, I hope that changes!
Kathleen Gallagher
Reporter
Pacific Business News
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